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O R D E R 2025-18 

2025-2026 ROTATIONAL HAND SCRAPE HARVEST PROGRAM 
OYSTER SEASON, AREAS, DATES, DAYS, AND TIME LIMITS 

THE POTOMAC RIVER FISHERIES COMMISSION, having considered the protection, promotion, growth 
and conservation of the oyster resources in the Potomac River and pursuant to its authority under Regulation II, 
Section 2(b) and Regulation I, Section 7(a) HEREBY DECLARES AND ORDERS: The 2025-2026 hand 
scrape oyster season, areas, dates, days open and time limits shall be as follows: 

Gear   Season               Days              Hours___________ 
Hand Scraping   Nov. 1, 2025 thru Mar. 31, 2026         Monday through Friday          Sunrise to 3:00 p.m.    

             
Areas open to Hand Scraping –   

a) That portion of the Potomac River to be known as “Area 1” and enclosed within the following described 
boundaries: Beginning at a point (37˚ 58.668’ N, 76˚ 17.229’ W) at the mouth of the Potomac River; thence 
northwesterly to a point (38˚ 4.640’ N, 76˚ 29.309’ W); thence northerly to a point (38˚ 6.149’ N, 76˚ 28.458’ W); 
thence easterly following the jurisdictional boundary of the Commission to the point (38˚ 5.817’ N, 76˚ 23.853’ 
W); thence southwesterly to a point (38˚ 4.816’ N, 76˚ 25.192’ W); thence southeasterly to the point (38˚ 4.323’ 
N, 76˚ 24.132’ W); thence southeasterly to a point (38˚ 3.738’ N, 76˚ 23.228’ W); thence southeasterly to a point 
(38˚ 3.134’ N, 76˚ 22.044’ W); thence northeasterly to a point (38˚ 3.489’ N, 76˚ 21.566’ W); easterly following 
the jurisdictional boundary of the Commission to the point (38˚ 2.188’ N, 76˚ 19.333’ W); thence southeasterly to 
the point of the beginning, less and except such portions of the described Area otherwise closed by Order or 
Regulation of PRFC.   

b) That portion of the Potomac River to be known as “Area 2” and enclosed within the following described 
boundaries: Beginning at a point (37˚ 58.668’ N, 76˚ 17.229’ W) at the mouth of the Potomac River; thence 
southeasterly to Smiths Point, VA (37˚ 53.390’ N, 76˚ 14.150’ W); thence northwesterly following the 
jurisdictional boundary of the Commission to PRFC Jurisdictional Marker “V2BB” (38˚ 2.740’ N, 76˚ 31.259’ 
W); thence northeasterly to a point (38˚ 4.640’ N, 76˚ 29.309’ W); thence southeasterly to the point of the 
beginning, less and except such portions of the described Area otherwise closed by Order or Regulation of PRFC. 

c) That portion of the Potomac River to be known as “Area 4” and enclosed within the following described 
boundaries: Beginning at PRFC Jurisdictional Marker “V2BB” (38˚ 2.740’ N, 76˚ 31.259’ W); thence 
northwesterly following the jurisdictional boundary of the Commission to a point (38˚ 9.956’ N, 76˚ 45.795’ W) 
as marked by navigational aid "R 2"; thence northerly to a point (38˚ 12.099’ N, 76˚ 44.582’ W) as marked by 
navigational aid “R N 14”; thence westerly a point (38˚ 10.234’ N, 76˚ 35.635’ W); thence southwesterly to the 
point of the beginning, less and except such portions of the described Area otherwise closed by Order or Regulation 
of PRFC.   

d) That portion of the Potomac River to be known as “Area 5” and enclosed within the following described 
boundaries: Beginning at a point (38˚ 12.099’ N, 76˚ 44.582’ W) as marked by navigational aid “R N 14”; thence 
easterly to a point (38˚ 13.493’ N, 76˚ 49.783’ W) marked by navigational aid "G C 15"; thence northeasterly to a 
point (38˚ 14.192’ N, 76˚ 51.062’ W) marked by navigational aid "R N 18"; thence northeasterly to a point (38˚ 
15.676’ N, 76˚ 54.984’ W) marked by navigational aid “R N 28”; thence northeasterly to a point (38˚ 17.580’ N, 
76˚ 57.364’ W); thence northeasterly to the mouth of Cuckhold Creek, MD (38˚ 18.699’ N, 76˚ 55.314’ W); thence 
southwesterly following the jurisdictional boundary of the Commission to St. Clements Island, MD (38˚ 12.409’ 
N, 76˚ 44.722’ W); thence southerly to the point of the beginning, less and except such portions of the described 
Area otherwise closed by Order or Regulation of PRFC.   



Areas closed to Hand Scraping –   

e) That portion of the Potomac River to be known as “Area 3” and enclosed within the following described 
boundaries: Beginning at a point (38˚ 4.640’ N, 76˚ 29.309’ W); thence northwesterly to a point (38˚ 10.234’ N, 
76˚ 35.365’ W); thence westerly to a point (38˚ 12.099’ N, 76˚ 44.582’ W) as marked by navigational aid “R N 
14”; thence northerly to St. Clements Island, MD (38˚ 12.409’ N, 76˚ 44.722’ W); thence westerly to PRFC 
Jurisdictional Marker “M4A” (38˚ 12.492’ N, 76˚ 44.572’ W); thence westerly following the jurisdictional 
boundary of the Commission to St. Georges Island, MD (38˚ 6.149’ N, 76˚ 28.458’ W); thence southerly to the 
point of the beginning, less and except such portions of the described Area otherwise closed by Order or Regulation 
of PRFC. 

f) That portion of the Potomac River to be known as “Area 6” and enclosed within the following described 
boundaries: Beginning at a point (38˚ 12.099’ N, 76˚ 44.582’ W) as marked by navigational aid “R N 14”; thence 
southerly to a point (38˚ 9.956’ N, 76˚ 45.795’ W) as marked by navigational aid "R 2"; thence westerly following 
the jurisdictional boundary of the Commission to PRFC Jurisdictional Marker “V8A” (38˚ 16.462’ N, 76˚ 59.413’ 
W); thence northeasterly to a point (38˚ 17.580’ N, 76˚ 57.364’ W); thence southeasterly to a point (38˚ 15.676’ 
N, 76˚ 54.984’ W) marked by navigational aid “R N 28”; thence southeasterly to a point (38˚ 14.192’ N, 76˚ 
51.062’ W) marked by navigational aid "R N 18"; thence southeasterly to a point (38˚ 13.493’ N, 76˚ 49.783’ W) 
marked by navigational aid "G C 15"; thence southeasterly to the point of the beginning, less and except such 
portions of the described Area otherwise closed by Order or Regulation of PRFC.   

g) That portion of the Potomac River to be known as “Area 7” and enclosed within the following described 
boundaries: Beginning at a point (38˚ 21.570’ N, 77˚ 0.899’ W), which is where the Harry Nice/Middleton Bridge 
meets the Virginia shoreline; thence westerly to a point (38˚ 21.831’ N, 76˚ 59.010’ W), which is where the Harry 
Nice/Middleton Bridge meets the Maryland shoreline; thence southerly following the jurisdictional boundary of 
the Commission to the mouth of Cuckhold Creek, MD (38˚ 18.699’ N, 76˚ 55.314’ W); thence easterly to PRFC 
Jurisdictional Marker “V8A” (38˚ 16.462’ N, 76˚ 59.413’ W); thence northerly following the jurisdictional 
boundary of the Commission to the point of the beginning, less and except such portions of the described Area 
otherwise closed by Order or Regulation of PRFC.   

h) That portion of the Potomac River to be known as “Area 8” and enclosed within the following described 
boundaries: Beginning at a point (38˚ 21.831’ N, 76˚ 59.010’ W), which is where the Harry Nice/Middleton Bridge 
meets the Maryland shoreline; thence westerly to a point (38˚ 21.570’ N, 77˚ 0.899’ W), which is where the Harry 
Nice/Middleton Bridge meets the Virginia shoreline; thence northerly following the jurisdictional boundary of the 
Commission to a point (38˚ 22.073’ N, 77˚ 5.605’ W); thence northerly to a point (38˚ 24.356’ N, 77˚ 5.537’ W); 
thence northwesterly following the jurisdictional boundary of the Commission to the point of the beginning, less 
and except such portions of the described Area otherwise closed by Order or Regulation of PRFC.   

BE IT FURTHER DECLARED AND ORDERED: Possession of a hand scrape shall be permitted during the 
aforesaid times and from one hour before and for two hours after such times.   The use or possession of any hand 
scrape at any other time is unlawful. 

AND, IT IS FURTHER DECLARED AND ORDERED: That this Order #2025-18 shall become effective 
November 1, 2025 and remain in effect until March 31, 2026. 
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