PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE REGULATIONS

New Language
Deleted Text

FOR THE PURPOSE OF


clarifying who is eligible for a commercial license.
Regulation I

Sec. 1(a)
Application/Eligibility for License 

 XE "LICENSE:Age Requirement - Commercial" 

 XE "LICENSE:Application/Eligibility for" 

 XE "LICENSE:Residency Requirement" 

 XE "LICENSE:When Valid" 

 XE "LICENSE:Non-transferrable" 

 XE "APPLICATIONS:Eligibility for Commercial Licenses" 

 XE "AGE REQUIREMENTS:Commercial License" 

 XE "CLAM:Application/Eligibility for License" 

 XE "CLAM:Residency Requirement" 

 XE "FISH/FISHING:Commercial License Required" 

 XE "NETS:License Required" 

 XE "RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS:Commercial License" Commercial licenses, as herein defined, shall only be issued to persons who are at least fourteen (14) years of age at the time of issuance of such license. Any citizen of the States of Maryland or Virginia, who has resided in either or both said states for at least twelve (12) months immediately preceding their application, and desiring to commercially take and catch oysters and/or clams; or any citizen of the United States desiring to commercially take and catch finfish and/or crabs or to operate any vessel for the purpose of carrying fee paying persons to catch or attempt to catch fish, crabs, clams or oysters in the waters of the Potomac River, as defined and provided for in the Potomac River Compact of 1958, shall first apply for and obtain a numbered license from the Potomac River Fisheries Commission, or from an officer or agent duly designated by the said Commission to issue same.  Each said license shall be good for the licensing year January 1st through December 31st, except gill nets and the licensing for the taking and dealing in oysters, which shall be issued for a licensing year from July 1st through June 30th of each year.  No license issued under the authority of the Potomac River Fisheries Commission shall be transferable in any manner.

increasing the registration fee for a public random drawing from $25 to up to $100.
Regulation I
Sec. 1(d)(1)
Obtaining a Limited Entry Fishery License by Random Drawing
 XE "LIMITED ENTRY:Drawing Procedure" 

 XE "LIMITED ENTRY:Registration" 

 XE "REGISTRATION:Limited Entry Licenses" 

 XE "TIME LIMITS:Registration for Limited Entry" Licenses for such fisheries shall be available on a first come first serve basis until the maximum number has been issued in any given license year.  Thereafter, persons desiring to obtain a limited entry fishing license, by random drawing, shall register with the Commission between December November 1st and the last day of January that is not a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.  The registration shall include the person's name and address and a non-refundable $25.00 fee., not to exceed $100 as set by Commission Order from time to time.  No person may register more than once per year per fishery and the registration shall be for that year's random drawing only.  On the first Monday of February at 12 o'clock noon, a public random drawing will be held to select the appropriate number of persons per fishery who will be given the opportunity to purchase subject license(s) valid for the balance of the year.  Notice of being selected will be mailed, first class postage prepaid, to the persons selected at the address shown on the registration form.  Failure to obtain said license(s) by March 31st will forfeit the license(s), thereby making it (them) available for the next year's drawing.
clarifying the criteria for qualifying for the permit.

Regulation I

Sec. 2(d)(6)
Two Crab Pot Licenses on One Boat

 XE "CRAB/CRABBING:Two Crab Pot Licenses on One Boat" 

 XE "PERMIT:Two Crab Pot Licenses on One Boat" Notwithstanding the provisions of Regulation I, Section 2(d)(1), two (2) crab pot licensees may apply for an exemption permit, for a fee of $50.00, to allow two (2) crab pot licenses to be assigned to a single primary boat under the following criteria:

a) Both licenses (i.e. same CP numbers) must have actively crabbed and have reported harvest in the Potomac River for at least 30 days in each of the last two (2) years.

b) Both licenses have all seafood harvest reports filed at the time of their application. Neither license had been revoked or suspended by Commission action within the last two (2) years.

c) Neither license has any PRFC violations of Regulation VII within two (2) years immediately prior to the date of their application for the exemption.

d) No more than two (2) licenses can file for a single exemption permit.

e) Both licensees have to be natural persons.

The conditions of the “2 On 1 Boat” exemption permit shall be as follows:

a) Only (1) exemption permit per license per year will be granted.

b) Both licensees, both crab pot decals and both sample buoys must be aboard the primary boat when both sets of the pots are set, pulled or fished.  If only one (1) licensee is present, then only the pots licensed in his/her name can be set, pulled or fished. Setting, pulling or fishing the other person’s pots will be a violation of this Regulation, and will result in the immediate revocation of the exemption permit.

c) The idle boat may not be used for crabbing in the Potomac River while the exemption permit is valid.

d) Each licensee must file his own separate weekly seafood catch reports – no combined reports.

e) Before setting any crab pots, the PRFC issued “2 On 1 Boat” exemption permit placard must be firmly attached to the primary boat and displayed in a clearly visible position on the outside starboard side of the boat, in close proximity to the crab pot decals.

f) An application for such exemption must be filed with the Commission together with a $50.00 fee.

adopting a regulation to clarify the assigned user on a crab pot license and establish a fee for changing the assigned user

Regulation I
Section 2(d)(7) Assigned User/Agent of Crab Pot License

When a person (i.e. company, corporation, limited liability company, partnership, firm or association) holds a valid PRFC commercial crab license, a natural person, who is a citizen of the United States, having been so for the 12 month period immediately preceding the application for the license, must be recorded as the assigned user/agent for the license holder on the license.  It shall be unlawful for any person (i.e. company, corporation, limited liability company, partnership, firm or association) who holds a valid PRFC commercial crab pot license to assign the user/agent of such crab pot license to any natural person who (1) holds a valid Potomac River Fisheries Commission commercial crab pot license;  (2) is currently assigned as a user/agent of a valid Potomac River Fisheries Commission commercial crab pot license; or (3) has any Potomac River Fisheries Commission license(s) revoked.  Except when renewing this license, if the license holder wants to assign this license to a different assigned user/agent there will be a fee of $50.00.  Whenever crab pots are being set, fished, or removed the assigned user/agent must be aboard the boat or vessel and have the license available for inspection by an authorized enforcement officer of Maryland or Virginia or an agent of the Potomac River Fisheries Commission.
clarifying who can be aboard a hook & line vessel.
Regulation I

Sec. 2(l)(2)
Hook and Line 

 XE "COMMERCIAL HOOK AND LINE:Crew Members Allowed" 

 XE "COMMERCIAL HOOK AND LINE:License Fee" 

 XE "COMMERCIAL HOOK AND LINE:License Renewal" 

 XE "COMMERCIAL HOOK AND LINE:Limited Entry" 

 XE "COMMERCIAL HOOK AND LINE:Pennant Required on Vessel" 

 XE "IDENTIFICATION:Commercial Hook and Line" 

 XE "LICENSE FEES - (Commercial):Hook and Line" 

 XE "LIMITED ENTRY:Commercial Hook and Line" 

 XE "TIME LIMITS:Commercial Hook and Line Renewal" 

 XE "TIME LIMITS:Commercial Hook and Line Renewal" For each natural person licensed to commercially fish as defined in Regulation I, Section 5(a) with a hook and line and/or a rod and reel, except fish trot line, a license fee of $65.00. A maximum number of hook and line licenses, may be established from time to time by the Commission thereby making it a limited entry fishery.  Renewal of such license shall be pursuant to Regulation I, Section 1(c).  Whenever the licensee is fishing under this license the boat or vessel being used shall fly the pennant, that was issued with the license, in such a manner as to be clearly visible to passing boats. No more than two (2) licensees may be aboard the vessel and each licensee may fish under their own license; however both licensee’s pennants must be flown and clearly visible to passing boats.   When each licensee, who has paid the full license fee, is aboard the vessel and the said pennant is being displayed he may be accompanied by no more than two (2) unlicensed crew members.  This license may not be used or the pennant flown from a licensed charter boat that has fee-paying passengers aboard.  Any boat or vessel not flying such pennant shall be deemed to be sport fishing and all persons shall be subject to those license requirements, seasons, creel and size limits.

allowing pound net poles to remain in the water between the winter seasons.
Regulation I 
Sec. 2(s)(2)
Removal of Stakes

 XE "STAKES:Removal" All fish net stakes shall be pulled and removed from the Potomac River by the licensee within fifteen (15) days after the close of the respective fishing seasons except the pound net marker pole provided in Regulation I, Section 2(h).  The pound net licensee may start setting stakes or poles no sooner than fifteen (15) days before the fishing season.  Failure to remove fish net stakes as herein provided shall constitute a separate offense for each and every day said stakes remain after the prescribed time for removal thereof. However, if a pound net stand has been actively fishing in December, and the pound netter intends to fish the same stand in February of the following season, then all pound net poles for this stand may remain set, as long as they are not unsound, leaning, broken or liable to become navigational hazards. 
Pound Net Season

February 15th – March 25th and

June 1st – December 15th 

PN stakes or poles (except the marker pole) have to be removed at least 15 days after the season ends. Dec. 16th – Dec. 30th 

PN stakes or poles can be set 15 days prior to the start of the season. Jan. 31st – Feb. 14th 

Number of days between winter seasons is Dec. 31st – Jan. 30th (31 days) potentially having PN stakes or poles overboard.  

The FAC passed a motion to recommend the Commission consider allowing pound net poles to be left out between seasons.  They felt it should be left up to each individual licensee if they chose to remove them or leave them.   

eliminating the Non MD/VA Resident license and change MD/VA Resident to an Individual license with no residency restriction.

Regulation VI
Sec. 5(b)
License Fees

 XE "FEES:License Fees - Sport Fishing" 

 XE "LICENSE FEES - (Recreational):Sport Fishing" 

 XE "LICENSE FEES - (Recreational):Pleasure Boat" 

 XE "LICENSE FEES - (Recreational):Personal" 

 XE "LICENSE FEES - (Recreational):Charter Boat Vessel" 

 XE "PLEASURE BOAT:License Fee" 

 XE "RENTAL BOAT:License Fee" 

 XE "SPORT FISHING:License Fee" The annual sport fishing license fees payable to the Commission under Regulation VI shall be as follows:

(1)
Pleasure Boat - $48.00 per boat (no residency restrictions) 

(2)
Charter Boat:

(i)
Carrying 3 or less passengers - $150.00 per boat,

(ii)
Carrying 6 or less passengers - $240.00 per boat,

(iii)
Carrying 7 or more passengers - $290.00 per boat.

(1) Personal 

(i)
MD/VA Resident Individual - $15.00 per natural person,.
(ii)
Non MD/VA Resident - $22.50 per natural person,

A Personal sport fishing license is not required when fishing from a properly licensed boat. (MD Bay Sport, VA Saltwater, or PRFC Pleasure Boat License)

establishing a planting surcharge for the OMR Program for the purpose of planting spat on shell
Regulation VIII

Sec. 4(e)
OMR License Planting Surcharge
Any person desiring to purchase any Oyster Management Reserve (OMR) License(s) shall first pay an OMR License planting surcharge as established from time to time by Commission Order, not to exceed $750 per person per year.  This OMR License planting surcharge fee must be paid in full, in addition to the published OMR License fees, and prior to any OMR License being issued.  

